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1. 
Introduction 

The aim of this document is to identify and analyze the key components and non-negotiable elements that must be incorporated into all laws and public policies that address physical, sexual, property, and psychological violence against women. Since the Latin American nations and the countries of the Caribbean have different legal foundations, this initiative focuses on those where the legal framework is based on codified laws and not on those that use the common law system, where case law enjoys preferential treatment. The goal is to create an instrument to ensure that women and other victims of these types of violence are covered by an international sphere of protection, irrespective of their country of origin, age, race, social class, or other distinctions. The initiative does not address legislation intended to eliminate sexual exploitation, trafficking in women, sexual tourism, or problems related to women in armed conflicts. Although these manifestations of violence against women are gender-based, their nature, dimensions, and complexities require documents that specifically address them in depth.

This document is intended to serve as a guide for amending laws and public policies dealing with violence against women, particularly in its domestic and sexual manifestations. It is aimed at legislators, advocacy groups, and women’s networks. It was reviewed at the meeting of experts held on August 5-7, 2003, which brought together specialists from across the region with experience in the fields of law, training, reform processes, academic work, advocacy, litigation, and reproductive health. This collaborative effort to develop a model framework for policies and legislation has been coordinated by the Pan American Health Organization/World Health Organization, in conjunction with the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM/OAS), the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), UNIFEM, and regional nongovernmental organizations such as CLADEM, IPAS, ISIS International, the International Parliamentary Group, and the Center for Reproductive Health. 

Although only scant data are available for Latin America, we know that women are the group most prone to domestic violence. Empirical evidence indicates that between 30% and 60% of women have been abused by their partners. (1) Some of these studies also indicate that the vast majority (between 70% and 90%) of victims of family or domestic violence are women of childbearing age (15 to 49 years), mostly at the hands of current or former partners. The research carried out also shows that physical mistreatment – the most widely recognized and readily detected form of abuse – is often accompanied by psychological abuse and, around half the time, by sexual abuse. The impact on health and wellbeing include repercussions on the victims’ reproductive health (unwanted pregnancies; miscarriages induced by beatings or in response to violence; sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV/AIDS, on account of their inability to take precautions) and of that of their children, who tend to be at greater risk of unsafe sexual behavior, violence, and drug and alcohol abuse. (2) 

But, most importantly, violence against women continues to be one of the most common and least acknowledged human rights violations perpetrated in all our countries. It remains a “women’s problem.” Although it affects the wellbeing and health of between a third and a half of the female population and undermines the social fabric of families and communities, the issue has not been given the importance on national agendas that it deserves as a priority social problem. 

2. 
Key considerations for legislation and policies regarding violence against women

For the purposes of this document, the following assumptions are made about violence against women:


It constitutes a violation of human rights, irrespective of the situation it which it occurs. 


It is the consequence of an imbalance of power created by beliefs, culture, norms, and social institutions that legitimize and hence perpetuate violence against women. Empowering women to combat the violence they suffer and changing social norms and behavior patterns are important tasks. 


It occurs in all countries and is not restricted to given social, sexual, economic, religious, or cultural groups. (1)

2.1.
Legal framework in Latin America

Catalyzed by the mobilization of women and by a series of global conferences – such as the World Conference on Human Rights (Vienna, 1993), the Fourth World Conference on Women (Beijing, 1995), and the International Conference on Population and Development (Cairo, 1994) – most countries enacted laws against domestic and/or family violence during the 1990s. The legal framework set first by the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW, 1979) and, later, and much more specifically, by the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women (Belém do Pará, 1994) requires governments to enact laws and policies that punish violence against women and to monitor their implementation. At present, most of the region’s countries have ratified the two conventions and have adopted laws on domestic/family violence; most of these, but not all, place the emphasis on violence against women. The countries that have ratified the Convention of Belém do Pará are obliged to implement its provisions.

Belém do Pará: Specific obligations of member states pursuant to their assumed commitments: 

	Article 7:

•
Refrain from engaging in any act or practice of violence against women and to ensure that their authorities, officials, personnel, agents, and institutions act in conformity with this obligation;
•
Apply due diligence to prevent, investigate and impose penalties for violence against women; 

•
Include in their domestic legislation penal, civil, administrative and any other type of provisions that may be needed to prevent, punish and eradicate violence against women; 

•
Adopt legal measures to require the perpetrator to refrain from harassing, intimidating or threatening the woman or using any method that harms or endangers her life or integrity, or damages her property; 

•
Establish fair and effective legal procedures for women who have been subjected to violence which include, among others, protective measures, a timely hearing and effective access to such procedures; 

•
Establish the necessary legal and administrative mechanisms to ensure that women subjected to violence have effective access to restitution, reparations or other just and effective remedies. 

Article 8:

•
Adopt other programs and measures to encourage public education and awareness.

•
Mobilize communities to combat violence against women and offer specialized services and assistance to victim who fall victim to violence.

•
Ensure research and the gathering of statistics and other relevant information relating to the causes, consequences, and frequency of violence against women, in order to assess the effectiveness of measures to prevent, punish and eradicate it. (3)




2.2.
Violence against women: progress and challenges in the past 10 years

Over the past decade, its achievements have made the Americas the world’s most active region in the combating violence against women. (4) The Report on Violence Against Women in Latin America and the Caribbean 1990-2000, prepared by the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) and ISIS International (5) indicates that many countries have amended their civil and criminal laws to punish the perpetrators of violence against women, to protect the victims, and to prevent its occurrence. In addition, intersectoral networks have been established – for advocacy at the national level, for providing attention within different sectors, and for support within communities; some countries have emergency telephone hotlines, assistance services for urgent cases, shelters, the provision of specialized medical care, and specialized psychological and legal support services. In others, policies were drawn up and amended; and rules and capacity for their implementation have been institutionalized. With respect to the health sector, PAHO and its counterparts have developed and evaluated models for providing integral attention for cases of domestic violence, and these are in operation at the national, local, and community levels in ten of the region’s countries. 

In spite of the progress made, different evaluation reports on the implementation of laws and policies applicable to violence against women have identified serious problems with information systems and records, access to justice, attention and protection services for victims, and the training given to service personnel. The Inter-American Commission of Women of the Organization of American States has stated the following: 
“It is probably fair to say that the full implementation of the Convention has not yet been achieved in any one of the countries reviewed. All that can be said, based on the scant information available, is that it is unlikely that major progress was made over the past five years in terms of revictimization levels or of the number of women affected. If the changes in institutions, attitudes and programs provided for in the Convention have truly been implemented, then in most of the countries they have not yet led to measurable reductions in violence against women.” (5)

A recent report by the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM/OAS) – “Violence in the Americas: A Regional Analysis, Including a Review of the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women” – confirms these findings and summarizes the obstacles to full compliance with the Convention’s goals in the following fashion: 

Legislation: 

•
In the region, marital rape is neither systematically nor uniformly classified as a crime, as neither are violent sexual attacks perpetrated within the home. In many instances, sexual attacks are still considered affronts on morals and not crimes of aggression that violate the victims’ personal integrity. 

•
In many countries, sexual harassment and stalking are not recognized as serious crimes. 

•
In many countries, violence is not yet considered a criminal offense and is therefore not punished as severely as other human rights violations. 

•
Many countries have set up family-matter courts to deal with domestic violence cases, but the effectiveness of this approach has not been properly evaluated. 

•
Even though some nations have amended their laws to impose stricter punishments for rape and sexual attacks, only seldom are the judgments followed up on. 

Access to justice:

•
In most countries, the specific protection given to women who suffer violence is very limited.

•
Problems faced by women in asserting their rights, arising from a lack of understanding and an inadequate supply of proper, free legal support.

•
Inadequate provisions for protecting victims and witnesses during criminal proceedings and appearances before the courts. 

•
Inadequate understanding and awareness on the part of judges, magistrates, and other judicial officers.

•
Problems in making due redress for physical, psychological, sexual, and property damages, or in providing fair compensation. 

•
Existence of arbitration and conciliation in cases involving violence against women.

•
Women who live in poverty, in rural or remote communities, the destitute, disabled women, and female prison inmates continue to face obstacles in securing access to the limited services available.

Care and attention:

•
In general, only limited rehabilitation programs for women who have suffered violence exist.

•
Attention services offering legal advice and psychological counseling are practically nonexistent, limited to telephone hotlines for crisis situations. 

•
Limited coverage of secure shelters. 

•
Scarcity of services in rural and marginalized communities.

Information and records 

•
Absence of statistical records about violence broken down by age and sex.

•
Absence of a national system for recording violence against women.

•
Absence of mechanisms for following up on, monitoring, and evaluating the policies and programs that address these problems. 

•
Absence of a baseline for measuring the impact of interventions in different sectors. (5)

2.3.
Key considerations regarding legislation

The effectiveness of laws and policies, particularly those that address family and/or domestic violence (FDV), has been extensively discussed at international and national meetings, including Symposium 2001: Gender Violence, Health, and Human Rights in the Americas (Cancún, 2001). Shortcomings with respect to the implementation and monitoring of laws and policies and governmental failures to allocate resources have been central themes in those discussions. However, the focus on family violence (FV) in contrast to a specific focus on domestic violence against women is also a fiercely debated issue. The supporters of the FV approach support a comprehensive treatment of all family members, wherein they all enjoy equal rights; the other faction, in contrast, emphasizes imbalances of power as the main risk factor and submits cases in which legislation has ended up favoring the aggressors, who, under the FV approach, are equally entitled to protection. 

An analysis of seven countries carried out as part of an ICRW-coordinated interagency study revealed that the laws of certain countries were not focused on women and did not define physical, psychological, or sexual violence. (6) Of the legal systems studied, Honduras specifically addresses this with its Law for the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence Against Women, and the Dominican Republic explicitly addresses the concept of violence against women, stating that gender relations within society are the basis for violence against women. (7)

2.4.
Empowering women

All laws and policies related to violence against women should be directed at empowering them, providing them with the support, resources, information, and processes they need to take better decisions and follow better courses of action so that, in the short term, they can address their violent situations and, in the long term, change the norms that allow imbalances of power, the marginalization of women and, worst of all, violence against them. 

The Beijing Platform consolidates the involvement and contributions of women in all social, economic, and developmental spheres through their empowerment. The three key elements that were developed and fully accepted as fundamental axes for the progress of women within society are human rights, sexual and reproductive health, and education. Beijing (1995) reaffirmed the rights of women with respect to reproduction, as was agreed in Cairo the previous year (1994). For the first time it was stated that women’s enjoyment of their basic rights included their right to exercise control over matters relating to their sexuality, without being subjected to coercion, discrimination, or violence.

The following are some of the considerations regarding women’s empowerment that must be taken on board in laws and policies applicable to violence: 


Obligatory conciliation must not be required. (8) Women are best able to judge their risks, dangers, and opportunities in handling the situations of violence they face. Conciliation can place them at greater risk, since the “agreements” reached are generally not observed by their aggressors and/or fail to address the violence itself. It is important to give women support so they can make the best decision. Analyses have shown that most countries’ legislations include conciliation and that even in those where conciliation is not a part of the law, it is encouraged as part of the prevailing culture. The underlying idea is that it is the service providers who should know what is best for women. Moreover, service providers frequently believe that their role is to uphold the institution of the family at all costs. It is important to make clear that conciliation should never be forced.

Police officers, health personnel, and other service providers should not be required to lodge obligatory complaints. Filing a complaint should be an exclusive right of women victims, except in cases involving minor children. It must be the woman who freely decides whether or not to report her aggressor, since she is more aware than anyone else of the potential consequences and risks of such a step. Research has shown that the moment at which the woman’s physical integrity is at greatest risk occurs immediately after making a complaint. Deciding whether to file a complaint is made even more difficult since, in most cases, victims and their children are economically dependent on the aggressors. In addition, within the health sector it has been seen that requiring complaints to be lodged can interfere with the provision of medical care. (8) 

It is a cause of concern that even when complaints are not required by law, some service providers feel they are responsible for filing complaints or for forcing women to report their aggressors. Laws and policies must work to change this practice. 


Service access must be free of charge, immediate, nondiscriminatory, and stripped of formalities.

- 
Services must be free: to ensure access to legal, police and health services, it is important that they do not impose additional costs on survivors. 

	In Venezuela: “To pursue the actions provided for in this law, neither sealed paper nor stamps shall be used.” (Art. 3 1.) (9)

In Uruguay: “The Supreme Court of Justice shall guarantee obligatory expert assistance for the victim, for which purpose it shall be authorized to enter into agreements with public or private entities specializing in the matter.” (Art. 20.) (10)




-
Expand the range of forensic medical evidence: it is important that those countries that only accept forensic medical evidence prepared by a the small number of forensic physicians available pay due attention to other options for ensuring that women from rural and isolated areas have access to such evidence. 

-
Services must be provided immediately and without formalities: the aim of this principle is to lift obstacles hindering access to justice by ensuring that judgments are immediate and that judges can proceed on an ex officio basis. 
	In Venezuela: “The bodies responsible for receiving complaints and the competent courts shall give preference to hearing the matters set forth in this law.” (Art. 3. 2.) (9)





Victims must be allowed to represent themselves: without the need for professional counsel or procedural formalities in general.

	In Chile: “In these trials, persons may appear on a personal basis, without needing legal representation or counsel, unless otherwise expressly ordered by the judge, which the judge must do in all cases in which one of the parties does have legal counsel. (...) For minor children or the disabled, their representing lawyer or prosecutor shall act as their legal guardian by operation of law.” (Art. 3, k); “The appeal may be lodged verbally, with no formalities whatsoever, may be heard, without awaiting the formal appearance of the parties, and shall enjoy preference for the issuance of rulings.” (Art. 3, c.) (11)





Any formality the parties wish to conduct before the judge may be done orally. This principle aims to avoid discrimination on the grounds of schooling. 

	In Venezuela: “All the procedures provided for in this law shall be oral; written records may be left of certain formalities.” (Art. 3. 6.) (9)





Laws and proceedings must not victimize women anew: it is important that women are treated correctly, respected, listened to, and believed. Although both parties involved in the violence must attend hearings, it is recommendable that they are not placed together during the proceedings; this is to keep the woman from being victimized again in the presence of her aggressor. This measure is essential in cases involving children. Ideally, each party should be able to address the judge freely and on an individual basis.
	In Colombia: “Should the aggressor fail to appear at the hearing, without good cause, it shall be understood that he or she accepts the charges made. Should the victim fail to appear, it shall be understood that he or she chooses to withdraw from the proceedings; this shall not apply if the victim is a minor child or a disabled person, in which the proceedings shall admit no withdrawals.” (Art. 15.) (12)

In Uruguay: “In all instances the guiding principle shall be to prevent secondary victimization; the confrontation or joint appearance of the victim and aggressor shall not be permissible in the case of children and adolescents aged under 18 years. Should an adult victim request such a confrontation and be certified as being in condition so to do, it may take place (...).” (Art. 18.) (10)




In all instances of doubt, the judge must incline toward the victim. The victim must be in direct contact with the judge, so he or she can feel protected, heeded, and cared for by the system. 

	In Paraguay: “These definitions (of types of violence) are not to be understood restrictively. The interpretation shall always favor the offended person.” (Art. 6.) “The judge may expand, restrict, replace, or modify them, provided that such action is to the benefit of the offended person.” (Art. 3.) 

In Uruguay (Art. 18) and Venezuela (Art. 3.3): “The judges who are to issue the ruling must attend the evidentiary phase, on the basis of which they shall make their decision.” (10)





Victims must be given the information about their rights they need to make a decision. Women must be told about their human, sexual, and reproductive rights and about the procedures and venues available for asserting them, to ensure they are informed during the legal proceedings and are able to make the best decisions regarding their options and personal safety. 


Confidentiality and privacy must be guaranteed in proceedings. The identity of the person and the information gathered, irrespective of the role played in the conflict, must be kept absolutely confidential.

	In Venezuela: “The bodies responsible for receiving complaints, officials of Attention and Treatment Units, and the competent courts shall respect the confidentiality of the matters placed before them.” (Art. 3.5.) (9)

In Puerto Rico: “The Commission for Women’s Affairs shall take measures to ensure the confidentiality of the communications and information it receives from its clients during its provision of services to prevent and assist victims of domestic violence.” (Art. 4.2.) (13)




3. 
NON-NEGOTIABLE COMPONENTS OF LAW 

In order to identify the non-negotiable components for inclusion in all legislation and public policies dealing with violence against women, a review was conducted of the international instruments and laws currently in force in Latin America, particularly those that address domestic violence. This study succeeded in identifying priorities and basic elements for improving legal frameworks, laws and regulations in particular. Efforts were made to ensure balance and legal equality among preventing, punishing, and eradicating violence against women, since many countries only regulate some of those issues. Some laws stress the punishment of the guilty and do not pay due attention to prevention, training for those who intervene in the process, protection or rehabilitation of victims, and rehabilitation of aggressors. Other laws emphasize protecting the victims but fail to provide the necessary support services, such as safe housing and advisory services, specialized psychological treatment, proper rehabilitation, and health, sexual, and reproductive rights. (14)

The following paragraphs offer a proposal for the non-negotiable components that should be included in laws and policies regarding violence against women.

3.1. 
Definitions of violence against women and gender-based violence 

All laws and public policies must contain definitions of all manifestations of violence against women: physical, sexual, psychological, and property. Different international instruments incorporate definitions of violence against women that could be used as a starting point for domestic laws and policies. Most of the nations of Latin America have ratified these instruments and, consequently, those definitions are a part of their domestic laws. 

	Violence against women, according to the United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women

“Any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual or psychological harm or suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or in private life.” 



	Violence against women, according to the Convention of Belém do Pará
“Violence against women shall be understood to include physical, sexual and psychological violence: that occurs within the family or domestic unit or within any other interpersonal relationship, whether or not the perpetrator shares or has shared the same residence with the woman, including, among others, rape, battery and sexual abuse; that occurs in the community and is perpetrated by any person, including, among others, rape, sexual abuse, torture, trafficking in persons, forced prostitution, kidnapping and sexual harassment in the workplace, as well as in educational institutions, health facilities or any other place; and that is perpetrated or condoned by the state or its agents regardless of where it occurs.” (3)


	Gender-based violence, according to CEDAW Recommendation 19 

“The definition of discrimination includes gender-based violence, that is, violence that is directed against a woman because she is a woman or that affects women disproportionately. It includes acts that inflict physical, mental or sexual harm or suffering, threats of such acts, coercion and other deprivations of liberty.” (16)



	The Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women (Art. 2) defines three spheres in which violence against women generally arises: (a) Physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring in the family, including battering, sexual abuse of female children in the household, dowry-related violence, marital rape, female genital mutilation and other traditional practices harmful to women, non-spousal violence and violence related to exploitation; (b) Physical, sexual and psychological violence occurring within the general community, including rape, sexual abuse, sexual harassment and intimidation at work, in educational institutions and elsewhere, trafficking in women and forced prostitution; and (c) Physical, sexual and psychological violence perpetrated or condoned by the State, wherever it occurs. 

	Intimate Partner Violence: This occurs between spouses, former spouses, informal intimate partners, and former intimate partners, and the definition also includes violence occurring within homosexual couples. This is the definition used in the United States of America. It includes a segment of the population that, while it exists in our countries, is not legislated for; attention must be paid to the fact that those groups are also affected by violence of this kind.



	Domestic violence: It is important to consider the possibility of having this term include all members of a family or all persons involved in a partnership or intimate relationship (irrespective of sex and age). In other words: boyfriends/girlfriends, de facto relationships that are not legally recognized but could be, and relations with domestic employees. [Venezuela (Art. 4), Paraguay (Art. 2), Argentina (Art. 1), Chile (Art. 1); Colombia (Art. 22); Costa Rica (Art. 2,a); Dominican Republic (Arts. 1 & 2); Uruguay (Art. 2); Puerto Rico (Art. 1.3-k)]



The World Health Organization has defined violence in general in the following terms:

	General violence, according to the WHO Report on Violence and Health (2002) 

The intentional use of physical force or power, threatened or actual, against oneself, another person, or against a group or community, that either results in or has a high likelihood of resulting in injury, death, psychological harm, maldevelopment or deprivation. The definition includes both interpersonal violence and suicidal behavior and armed conflicts. It also includes a broad range of acts, going further than physical violence to cover threats and intimidation. In addition to death and injuries, the definition also covers the countless consequences of violent behavior; these are often less noticeable, such as psychological harm, deprivations, or developmental deficiencies that compromise the wellbeing of individuals, families, and communities. Interpersonal violence is divided into two subsidiary categories: Intrafamily or partner violence: in most cases this occurs between family members or intimate partners, and the general, although not exclusive, venue for it is the home. (2)




Laws must incorporate and define these four types of violence against women in order to ensure the victims receive comprehensive protection. The definitions used must complement those contained in the international instruments already ratified by the various countries.

In reality, countries have their own definitions according to the types of violence that their laws cover. Many of these laws contain interesting and novel elements that could be incorporated into other legal provisions in Latin America, but the essential issue is that their definitions cover the internationally recognized basic concepts that identify the four types of violence against women. The elements to be taken on board in each of the definitions are the following: 


Sexual violence: any act in which a person, by means of physical force, coercion, or intimidation, obliges another to perform a sexual act against his/her will or to participate in sexual activity that encourages his/her revictimization. Sexual violence occurs in a variety of situations – marital rape, sexual abuse, incest, and sexual harassment. It also includes unwelcome caresses, sexualized emotional relationships, and undesired anal or vaginal penetration. It covers a series of actions, ranging from apparently “insignificant” forms of behavior, such as touching, to different sexual practices and a broad array of humiliating and harmful acts, such as penetration with objects, sadism, etc. 

	Sexual violence: any sexual act, attempt to obtain a sexual act, unwanted sexual comments or advances, or acts intended to traffic in or otherwise use a person’s sexuality using coercion, by any person regardless of their relationship to the victim, in any setting, including but not limited to home and work, rape by persons unknown, during armed conflicts, sexual harassment, of disabled persons or minors, forced marriage, the denial of contraception and protection, forced abortion, forced prostitution, etc. (WHO World Report on Violence and Health.) (2)



	Sexual violence: in El Salvador this category includes the obligation of performing sexual acts on other persons and not necessarily on the aggressor (“procurement”). Also, the inability to decide, as a couple, the number of children wanted. [Venezuela (Art. 7), Paraguay (Art. 3,c), Colombia (Art. 25); Costa Rica (Art. 2,d); Dominican Republic (Art. 8); Uruguay (Art. 2).] 





Psychological violence: Psychological violence is considered as being any behavior that leads to emotional harm, reduces self-esteem, disturbs or damages the healthy development of women or other family members, such as actions taken to dishonor, discredit, or cast scorn on personal worth or dignity, humiliating and degrading treatment, constant observation, isolation, constant insults, blackmail, humiliation, ridicule, manipulation, exploitation, threatening to take away children or to deny vital economic support, etc. 
	Psychological violence: should also include the victim’s freedom of movement and freedom to enter and leave the home. [Venezuela (Art. 6), Paraguay (Art. 3,b), Colombia (Art. 24); Costa Rica (Art. 2,b); Dominican Republic (Art. 9); Uruguay (Art. 2); Puerto Rico (Art. 1.3-l).]





Physical violence: this occurs when a person inflicts non-accidental harm on another, using physical force or a weapon that may or may not create injuries of an internal, external, or combined nature (non-severe repeated punishment is also considered physical violence). 


Economic or property violence: those actions or failures to act by the aggressor that affect the survival of the family’s members – implying the loss of the home, failure to cover food needs, loss of real estate, etc. 

	Property violence: this covers economic limitations, such as handling and controlling wages, exclusion from bank accounts, exclusion from enterprises involving family capital or assets, etc. This is one of the kinds of violence that is not explicitly contained in many laws and must be incorporated therein on a priority basis. [Uruguay (Art. 2).] (10)

In Costa Rica: “Action or omission that implies the damage, loss, transformation, reduction, destruction, withholding, or diversion of objects, personal documents, assets, valuables, rights, or economic resources intended to satisfy the needs of a person who is vulnerable to this kind of violence.” (Art. 2.e.) (17)

It also covers damage inflicted on common property or property belonging to the victim [Venezuela (Art. 5), Paraguay (Art. 3,a), Colombia (Art. 23); Costa Rica (Art. 2,c); Uruguay (Art. 2).]




With respect to the kinds of domestic violence recognized by Latin American legislation, most of the laws cover physical and psychological violence, while several also cover sexual violence: this is the case with Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Paraguay, Puerto Rico, and Venezuela. Three countries – Costa Rica, Guatemala, and Honduras – also address property violence. 

3.2. 
Relations between victims and aggressors in the private sphere

Laws and policies must cover the broad range of possible relations that exist between victims and aggressors. It is therefore necessary to take into account the family models and relationship structures that exist. For example, Panamanian law includes people who have not been formally adopted and children of one partner living in the family home. It is also necessary to remember that all the possible forms of violence arise from power imbalances within a family or household and that they are related to the individuals who live therein, such as: the couple, be they married or not; older adults of either sex; domestic servants; and homosexual partners. (18) Casual and boyfriend/girlfriend relations should also be covered. The aggressor, in this context, can be any person who abuses his/her position within the couple or any other form of relationship or kinship. 

	In Costa Rica: “Special protection shall be given to mothers, children, people aged sixty or more, and the disabled, in consideration of the specific situations of each.” (Art. 2,f.) (17)




3.3. 
Protective measures for women and children

Preventive or precautionary measures can be ordered by the judge prior to legal proceedings in order to ensure immediate and effective protection for victims and their children who are in imminent danger. Such measures are issued by the judge in accordance with the allegations made by the victim and the evidence available to the court (victim’s emotional state, physical injuries, risk assessment, etc.). Recommendable measures include the following: 

Indicating a secure home for the victim: should be used only in cases when it is not possible for the aggressor to leave the shared home, since this measure can serve to seriously uproot victims and can turn into another form of victimization. [Venezuela (Art. 39. 2); Dominican Republic (Art. 309-6).] (9, 19)

Order for the victim’s return: if the victim has to leave the shared home, he/she must be provided with the means for the promptest possible return. [Venezuela (Art. 39. 4), Paraguay (Art. 6,d); Uruguay (Art. 10,2).]


Removal of aggressor from shared home: this must take place in those cases, according to the victim’s claims, in which there is a risk to his/her integrity and that of the family, irrespective of the type of violence involved. It must be borne in mind that the victim’s security, health, and life are more important than the aggressor’s territorial rights. [Venezuela (Art. 39); Paraguay (Art. 6); Argentina (Art. 3,a), Chile (Art. 3,h); Colombia (Art. 5,a); Dominican Republic (Art. 309-6); Uruguay (Art. 10); Puerto Rico (Art. 2.1-b).]


Protection order: this involves issuing a special alert to the police throughout the country for the constant protection of a person who is facing imminent danger at any time and in any place. 


Injunction against disturbing or intimidating the victim or any other member of the family group: this measure should be granted in most cases of violence, in the interests of the victim’s security and stability. It includes restrictions on contacts and communications with the victim and his/her friends and relatives. [Dominican Republic (Art. 309-6); Puerto Rico (Art. 2.1-c) , Paraguay (Art. 6,g), Uruguay (Art. 10, 5); Puerto Rico (Art. 2.1-j); Uruguay (Art. 10, 4).]


Bans and seizures of weapons in the home: in those cases in which the victim refers to the presence of weapons as a means of making threats, the aggressor’s weapons must be confiscated in order to safeguard the victim’s security. [Paraguay (Art. 6, g), Uruguay (Art. 10, 5); Puerto Rico (Art. 2.1-J).] 


Protection of minor children:

– Temporarily suspend the aggressor’s custody of the minor children. This should be ordered when there are allegations of aggression against the children – be it physical, psychological, or sexual – endangering their lives, persons, or dignity. [Venezuela (Art. 40. 2); Puerto Rico (Art. 2.1-a).]

– Suspend the right to visit the children in cases involving sexual aggression. Judges are obliged to keep aggressors from contacting the affected minors, to help ensure that they do not suffer further threats and violence. 

3.4. 
Specific punishments for aggressors 

Any person who commits a violent act against another should be punished by law. For this purpose there are different kinds of sanctions that can be applied to aggressors, which must be determined in accordance with the judge’s analysis of the evidence: these are, on the one hand, precautionary measures and, on the other, definitive sanctions. Some countries have established the following: 


Emergency arrest: in cases of immediate danger, the aggressor can be placed under arrest for a limited period of time, during which the police are to contact the judicial authorities. [Venezuela (Art. 39. 3), Paraguay (Art. 6,e); Chile (Art. 3, h).]


Fines: a percentage to be paid as compensation is to be established; preferably, a number of days’ worth of the aggressor’s wages is recommended, and not a fixed amount. 

	In Chile: “Fine, payable to the municipality, equal to between one and ten days of daily income. Daily income shall be calculated by dividing the convict’s monthly pay or income by thirty. The offender shall provide evidence of having paid the fine within the next five days following notification of the final judgment. Failure to comply shall be punishable by one day’s arrest for each day of income at which the fine was set.” (Art. 4, 2.) (11)

In Colombia: “On the first occasion, a fine of between two and ten minimum legal monthly wages, convertible into days of arrest, to be deposited within five days following its imposition” (Art. 7,a). (12)



Obligation of temporary alimony: this is considered basic for the victim’s survival and must be ordered immediately. [Uruguay (Art. 10,6), Puerto Rico (Art. 2.1-e).] Attention must be paid to the ability to comply with this obligation and to the methods for it to be carried out. 

	In Venezuela: “Method for complying with the punishment: according to the nature of the incident, efforts will be made to ensure that people arrested – either on remand or as convicts – for the violent acts set forth in this law shall work and earn an income to enable them to meet their family obligations; in addition, compliance with the punishment may be deferred to the weekend.” (Art. 43.) (9)





Community service: this is a form of punishment that has a positive reparatory purpose. It can serve as a means to make good use of human resources, thereby assisting the community. It requires follow-up mechanisms and methods for the allocation of responsibilities. Punishments of this type must be combined with rehabilitation programs for aggressors. 

	In Chile: The judge, in consideration of the offender and once the judgment is firm, may commute the punishment of No. 2 or No. 3 to the performance of specific jobs of work for the benefit of the community.” (Art. 4, 3.) (11)





Prison and criminal law: Criminal law must be seen as the last option. If this means of coercion is to be used, it should preferably be carried out in accordance with the definitions of crimes that already exist in different laws.
 Latin America’s criminal codes also contain articles that protect the physical and emotional integrity of attack victims. This applies in cases involving such crimes as: murder, criminal injuries (serious, light, grievous), criminal damage (destruction of property, arson, etc.), threatening behavior, marital or domestic rape – since, in some jurisdictions, the penis has been ruled to be a weapon; and indecent abuse, including unwanted touching and contact. Some legislations allow offenders to be sent to prison: this is the case in the Dominican Republic (Art. 1, 2, and 3), Puerto Rico (Art. 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, and 3.5), Chile (Art. 4,3), and Colombia (Art. 7,b).

3.5.

Measures for the protection of property

As part of the regulations applicable to property violence, measures have been introduced to protect property and shared assets:

Preventive embargo on the suspected aggressor’s property: it is possible to record, in the public registry, the property of the aggressor and the shared (earned) assets, to prevent them from being disposed of. 


Order for an inventory of property and furniture: it must be permissible for the inventory to be a deed drawn up by a notary public or by at least two police officers and recording the victim’s signature of agreement. [Venezuela (Art. 40. 2); Puerto Rico (Art. 2.1-a); Dominican Republic (Art. 309-6).]
	In Uruguay: “Order the removal of the aggressor from the common residence and the immediate surrender of personal effects in the presence of the bailiff.” (Art. 10.1.) (10)



Exclusive grant of the house contents to the victim, and noninterference in the use and enjoyment of equipment used for work: this ensures that a woman victim can continue to work and support her family, although it does not imply the definitive or irrevocable use of the property awarded to her. Its aim is to temporarily protect the family’s property, including the children’s toys and special equipment needed by disabled family members. [(Puerto Rico (Art. 2.1-g and h); Paraguay (Art. 6,c), Dominican Republic (Art. 309-6), Venezuela (Art. 39. 5); Paraguay (Art. 6, b); Argentina (Art. 3, b); Chile (Art. 3, h); Dominican Republic (Art. 309-6 (3)); Uruguay (Art. 10.3); Puerto Rico (Art. 2.1-d).]

Order of cash compensation for the damage inflicted on the victim: this order can be given when it is shown that the aggressor caused the damage through the act considered violence and the extent of the damage has been quantified. Such compensation can include, but not be limited to, redress for moving expenses, repairs to property, legal expenses, medical, psychiatric, psychological, counseling, and guidance fees, housing, temporary shelter, and other similar expenses. [Colombia (Art. 5,c); Dominican Republic (Art. 309-6); Puerto Rico (Art. 2.1-i).] 

	In Paraguay: “the sanction for acts that do not constitute punishable acts shall be the payment of expenses incurred within a period of 48 hours.” (Art. 13, d.) 



Order to submit financial records: the judge can request the submission of financial records and accounting reports regarding the management of common property, companies, businesses, or other common lucrative activities. Dominican Republic (Art. 309-6).

	In Chile: “issue a ban on the entering into of undertakings or contracts with respect to specific goods of the members thereof.” (Art. 3 h.) (11)


3.6. 
Comprehensive care for survivors  

3.6.1. 
Service characteristics 

The victim is entitled to health, police, justice, and education services, in accordance with the following: 


Free: attention for the victims of violence against women must be free of charge. 

	Argentina: “The regulations to this law will establish measures aimed at providing the accused and his family with free medical and psychological assistance.” (Art. 6.) (20)

Puerto Rico: “If the person claims to have suffered harm, injuries, or wounds requiring medical attention, even if they are not visible, that person shall be given the necessary first aid, offered arrangements in order for proper medical treatment to be provided, and supplied with transportation to a medical center where care can be given.” (Art. 3.10 (a).) (13)





Provided by trained and sensitized personnel: health care workers and judicial officials must be sensitized and trained regarding gender relations and types of violence so that they understand the problems faced by women and can provide timely, efficient, and quality care with a human face. 

	In Puerto Rico: “Sensitize care practitioners regarding the needs of people who have suffered abuse and their families.” (Art. 4.1 d.) (13)





Provided in accordance with rules and protocols for care: standards serve to guide providers in the provision of care, enable the attention provided to be monitored, and ensure service quality. 


Archives: institutions must have an information system to record the cases of violence against women they attend. The aim of this is to gather evidence of the problem so the authorities can make decisions in accordance with the reality of the situation and analyze the characteristics of the problem. [Puerto Rico (Art. 3.11); Chile (Art. 29).]
	In Paraguay: “The magistrates courts, national police, and health agencies that intervene in cases of domestic violence toward women shall keep a special register containing, at the very least, the following information: name, age, address, marital status, number of children, highest level of schooling completed, profession or occupation of the victim, relationship with the aggressor and whether or not the two have children together; name, age, address, marital status, number of children, level of schooling, profession or occupation of the aggressor; type of injuries: physical, psychological, sexual, or property; place where the violence occurred; place to which the victim was directed.” (Art. 16.)


	In Colombia: “The Colombian Family Welfare Institute shall keep a database on domestic violence; for this, all the authorities responsible for receiving and processing complaints shall update, on a six-monthly basis, all the information needed for investigations aimed at preventing and eradicating domestic violence.” (Art. 29.) (12)

In Chile: “The judge shall, for the length of time he deems prudent, oversee the compliance and results of the precautionary measures ordered and of the sanctions adopted; and he may delegate these functions to appropriate agencies, such as the National Women’s Service, the Ministry of Education’s Diagnosis Centers, or family mental health community centers, as indicated in his judgment. The agencies referred to shall, at the intervals indicated by the court, submit the corresponding reports.” (Art. 5.) (11)





Intersectoral participation: since violence is a complex problem with many causes, addressing it must involve different players from the public sector and NGOs, including women’s organizations, to facilitate references and ensure the gathering of information, support, and comprehensive attention. 

Personal care programs for workers who attend to such cases: such programs should cover: (a) professional and social support networks, (b) teamwork, (c) appropriate working conditions and support structures, (d) continuous education, and (e) psychological care and rest cures.
3.6.2. 
Considerations for sector interventions 


Health sector

Domestic violence against women is globally acknowledged to be a problem of public and sexual/reproductive health. Health services can serve as the initial reception points for the different types of violence and as early detection centers, thereby playing a role in prevention. An assessment of the comprehensive way of addressing the issue developed by the PAHO and its counterparts reveals some lessons of importance in ensuring that the health services deal with the problem optimally: 


The role of early violence detection: staff can ask sift-down questions about the four types of violence during their everyday contact with patients in order to detect occurrences and inform the patients that violence is not normal. Early detection also provides an opportunity for survivors to be given information about their rights and to be referred to the appropriate services. Sift-down is recommended for application in hospitals, emergency services, reproductive health and mother-and-baby centers, etc. (21)


Providing comprehensive interdisciplinary attention: this includes medical and psychological attention and support services, through self-help groups and/or support networks. Providers should also be aware of the other services and resources available in the community for referring survivors to forms of attention not available at the health center or to other services (legal help, economic assistance, protection, advocacy, etc.). (21)

	Argentina: “The regulations to this law will establish measures aimed at providing the accused and his family with free medical and psychological assistance.” (Art. 6.) (20)





Emphasis on prevention: women must be given information about their rights and the venues available for asserting them. It is important for them to have the addresses and telephone numbers of accessible centers that offer help.


Special measures for addressing sexual violence: the provision of the following services or options must be covered: 

– 
Emergency contraceptives: facilitate access to emergency contraception within two hours of sexual contact. This can be by means of EC pills or a combination or contraceptive pills. 

–
Abortion: the possibility of its being performed, provided that domestic law authorizes it in cases of violence.

–
Testing for HIV-AIDS, hepatitis, and other sexually transmitted diseases (STDs): it is also proposed that such testing be required in rape cases, in order to strengthen case monitoring. When the test results are positive, they should be used as evidence to enable judges to hand down harsher sentences against aggressors.


All doctors, and not just forensic physicians, must be authorized for medical testing: in additional, all health and psychological workers (doctors and nurses) can issue deeds recording violence against women. Given the scarceness of forensic physicians, particularly in rural areas of some of the region’s countries, this measure would facilitate and streamline the production of evidence of this kind for legal proceedings.

	In Venezuela: “In order to prove the existence of any of the punishable acts described in this law, and irrespective of whether or not the competent court may require his or her presence, the victim may submit a medical certificate, issued by a professional who works at any public or private institution.” (Art. 42.) (9)



Medical and health care services must be free. To promote free treatment, consideration could be given to allowing those independent professionals and public or private agencies that assist the survivors of violence to deduct the corresponding cost from their income taxes. 
	Panama: “Private agencies and independent professionals that attend to victims of family violence and child abuse who qualify for free procedural sponsorship may deduct the cost of that attention from their income tax returns. For this purpose, the corresponding account must be duly document and accepted by the presiding judge.” (Art. 20.) (22)





Attention must be given confidentially: discretion and confidentiality must be maintained in these cases, since clinical records can also be used as an important source of evidence. 

	In Paraguay: “Instruct and hold responsible the health service staff in the provision of good treatment and comprehensive care for victims of violence, respecting their privacy and dignity and avoiding the repetition of clinical examinations that affect their psychological integrity.” (Art. 4, d.)



Police sector 

The police play a key role in enforcing laws, since they implement the decisions of judges; their oversight and monitoring mechanisms must be strengthened. To secure the due compliance of this sector, the following areas, at the very least, should be strengthened: 


Sensitizing the officers who work with such cases and monitoring to ensure that they discharge their duties promptly.


Drawing up reports on the incident immediately after they take place, in order to preserve evidence. (Colombia, Art. 20.) Raising awareness on the importance of preparing and preserving evidence. 


Anticorruption mechanisms to prevent officers from requesting or accepting gifts to ensure performance (or nonperformance) of their duties. 


Programs to detect and assist police officers with records of domestic violence.


Justice sector

The text of a law is a good tool for combating violence, but success lies in its correct enforcement. To achieve this, close relations must be established with the other sectors involved in enforcing the law. In addition, judicial training and permanent awareness-raising programs for judges and judicial officials involved in this area need to be implemented. Inadequate training of public officials can lead to the improper use of guidelines and measures provided for in law, causing inequalities in how people are treated and in their access to justice. 

	In Venezuela: “Execution of training plans: The Ministry of Justice and the Judicature Council will take the steps necessary for the execution of training plans for members of the justice administration and for those involved with the acts provided for in this law.” (Art. 10.) (9)



Education sector

To attain a global solution for the problem of domestic violence against women, attention must be paid to the role of the education sector in providing children with information about human rights, about sexual and reproductive health, about the duties of family members, and about the concept of domestic violence. It can also be used as a means to spread information about the support resources that exist and about how to proceed in such cases. It is also important that teachers be trained to identify and direct those children who have suffered abuse and who belong to families with violence problems.

	In Venezuela: “The Ministry of Education shall incorporate into the study plans and programs of all levels and modalities curricular content aimed at conveying to pupils the values of mutual tolerance, self-esteem, understanding, peaceful conflict resolution, and preparation for family life, with domestic rights and obligations shared by men and women and, in general, equal opportunities between the genders. The Ministry of Education shall also take the steps necessary to exclude from the study plans, texts, and support materials, all stereotypes, opinions, or values that express any form of discrimination or violence.” (Art. 9.) (9)

In Paraguay: “Include, as a curricular subject at military academies and national police institutes, the problem of violence against women, its prevention, and its control.” (Art. 4, b); “Work for the modification of socio-cultural behavior patterns among women and men, including the design of programs for formal or nonformal education at all levels of the education process.” (Art. 4, h.) 




3.7. 
Legal procedures and submission of evidence 
Freedom of evidence and the ability to assess that evidence are basic issues for judicial ruling. The law should therefore inform victims about the importance of evidence within legal proceedings. Irrespective of the age of the evidence, it is important to have as much proof as possible to indicate what happened. 

	In Venezuela: “Freedom of evidence: The parties may submit all evidence leading to the optimal clarification of the incident.” (Art. 41.) “Advise the victims about the importance of preserving evidence.” (Art 39. 6.) (9)

In Puerto Rico: “Victims of mistreatment shall be advised about the importance of preserving evidence.” (Art 3.10, d.) (13)


There is an array of evidence on which a case may rest and that judges must take into consideration in issuing their judgments. Violence cases involve medical, psychological, economic, family, and social issues that must be taken into consideration while preparing evidence, in order to achieve optimal clarity regarding the facts at hand. These types of evidence include the following: 
a. Expert evidence: it is recommended that this type of evidence be prepared by a public- or private-sector physician, with the approval of an expert or the legal sector. It is very common for case appraisals to make reference only to the physical harm to the victim noted during examination, and not to include the detection of sexual and/or emotional violence. Attention should also be paid to the physical and psychological repercussions, so they can subsequently be translated into monetary compensation. 

	Uruguay: “It shall be prepared on an interdisciplinary basis and shall serve to determine the physical or mental damage suffered by the victim and to assess the danger or risks and the social background.” (Art. 15:9.) (10)


b. Witness testimony: testimonial evidence given by victims and/or their witnesses or acquaintances can be crucial in resolving a case and must be taken into consideration by the presiding judge. In many cases, however, the testimony of minors is ignored, because judges have not been properly trained in carrying out the appropriate interrogations. Judges must not forget that children are an extremely valuable source of information, because they too are victims. 

c. Documentary evidence: Judges must evaluate special documents, such as the clinical records of the victim and children; property records referring to property of all kinds, to check preventive embargoes and the status of common or earned assets; bank and credit-card statements to help determine the aggressor’s income and set alimony payment levels.
4. 
Recommendations for implementing the proposed components

4.1. 
The law and its regulations must include a budgetary allocation to ensure that they are enforced  

In the region, most efforts to devise laws and policies related to violence have focused on the content of legislation and have not paid attention to considerations of implementation, including the necessary financial resources. (23) To enforce laws and policies, governments must increase the resources assigned to this area, in accordance with the needs of each country, and must include violence against women on their priority agendas. For that reason, states must be sure to assume their responsibility in tackling violence from within all sectors. 

	In Colombia: “The National Government is authorized to make the budgetary allocations necessary for the enforcement of this law.” (Art. 30.) (12)


4.2.
Multisectoral coordination is important for enforcing laws
Violence against women is a complex problem that cannot be resolved unilaterally. Tackling it requires multisectoral and interdisciplinary responses on different levels. This alliance should involve at least the following: the judiciary, ministries responsible for women’s affairs, the education and health sectors, public and private shelters, the legislature, and nongovernmental organizations, particularly those active on women’s issues. These multisectoral networks must operate at the following levels:

–
At the political level, through national coalitions: The national network is organized to draw up, execute, and enforce prevention and attention policies and programs in different sectors and, ideally, with a National Action Plan. These networks can institutionalize good practices and monitor the national situation through research and information system reports about the problem of violence against women and its manifestations, dimensions, and consequences, and the alternatives available for tackling and eradicating it. [Puerto Rico (Art 4.1 b.)] This monitoring must also include measurements of progress made with enforcing the law, with indicators of compliance and progress agreed upon as part of the National Plan, to be submitted in annual reports to the Government Council and the Legislative Assembly. [Puerto Rico (Art 4.1, j.)] ref  SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 
	In Colombia: “The Colombian Welfare Institute will design policies, plans, and programs to prevent and eradicate intrafamily violence.” (Art. 28.) (12)

In Puerto Rico: “Develop strategies to bring about change in policies and procedures within government agencies in order to improve their responses to needs of mistreatment victims.” (Art. 4.1,e.) (13)


–
At the sectoral level: to coordinate the design and implementation of sectorial policies, including: rules and protocols for providing attention, training for service providers, and the establishment of information and oversight systems.

– 
At the community level: creation of networks to detect, support, channel, and attend to women victims of violence, and to coordinate violence prevention campaigns. In some countries, women have set up support and self-help groups, along with discussion groups involving men.

4.3. 
To monitor law enforcement, the public agencies responsible for women’s issues must be strengthened through intersectoral coordination

In most of the region’s countries, women’s ministries or institutes are responsible for monitoring compliance with the conventions that deal with gender equality. Thus, those agencies should be strengthened so they can serve to guide policies and programs for preventing and addressing violence against women and take charge of the following functions: 

–
Prepare national reports on compliance and progress with the CEDAW and Belém do Pará Convention.

–
Oversee progress with and intersectoral monitoring of international and domestic legislation.

–
Coordinate, at the national level, policies and programs for prevention and providing care, and for sensitizing the member sectors of the national coalition. 

	In Puerto Rico: “Identify groups and sectors in which domestic violence arises, educate them, and sensitize them in skills for combating it.” f: “Establish and encourage the establishment of programs offering information, support, and counseling services for the victims of mistreatment.” (Art. 4.1, c.) (13)


–
Coordinate the network of focus points of the different member sectors. 

–
Coordinate the sectors’ information systems and generate regular monitoring reports, to be used for planning and advocacy purposes.

–
Coordinate campaigns dealing with women’s rights. 

–
Where they exist and where institutionalized resources are available, coordinate shelters and hostels: creation of shelters and hostels for victims. [Paraguay (Art. 4, g); Venezuela (Art. 15); Puerto Rico (Art. 4.1,g.)]

4.4.
To monitor compliance with the law and its impact on the population, information systems must be set up in each sector that attends to women who have suffered violence 

These systems must be practical and be coordinated by the national agencies responsible for sectorial statistics. The information systems must comply with the following guidelines:
–
Information gathering must be a part of the comprehensive attention model, and personnel must be trained in dealing with women victims in order to prevent revictimization. 

–
The information gathering instruments must be simple and, at the least, contain the following information: sex, age, type of violence, relationship to the aggressor, age, address.

–
Data must be gathered and analyzed on a regular basis, monitoring the situation at the local, regional, and national levels, for planning and advocacy activities at the three levels.
–
National reports monitoring the situation should be published and distributed on a regular basis. 
	In Chile: “The judge shall, for the length of time he deems prudent, oversee the compliance and results of the precautionary measures ordered and of the sanctions adopted; and he may delegate these functions to appropriate agencies, such as the National Women’s Service, the Ministry of Education’s Diagnosis Centers, or family mental health community centers, as indicated in his judgment. The agencies referred to shall, at the intervals indicated by the court, submit the corresponding reports.” (Art 5.)
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� 	Other laws also further the process of eliminating sexual inequalities, and these generally deal with ensuring equal opportunities for women. Costa Rica has a Law Promoting the Social Equality of Women, and Venezuela has a Law of Equal Opportunities. Guatemala has  Framework Law for the Comprehensive Dignification and Protection of Women, and Argentina has enacted a supreme decree ordering equal opportunities for both men and women.





	


	


� 	In some of the region’s countries, the criminal codes have been amended to punish different manifestations of violence against women. Several examples of this can be offered: in the Dominican Republic, Law 24-97 of 1997 simultaneously modified several codes to establish a criminal-law approach to violence, amending the Criminal Code, the Code de Criminal Procedure, and the Code for the Protection of Children and Adolescents and defining several types of violence; in El Salvador, acts of violence are punishable and, most importantly, punishments are established for those who fail to obey measures ordered under the Law on Violence. Amendments to Guatemala's criminal legislation made in 1997 criminalize the inflicting of injuries, venereal contagion (a very important issue to take on board, since the health sector wants to introduce obligatory HIV-AIDS tests in cases of domestic and/or gender-based violence), denial of economic assistance and failure to comply with assistance duties, statutory rape, incest, indecent abuse, and rape. 
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